Table 1 Inhalation therapy devices used in out-patient care
	Device type
	How do they work

	Nebulisers, SVNs
	Solution of a drug is nebulised in fine vapour with the mean of ultrasonics or air jet

	MDIs*
	Solution or suspension of a drug is formulated in propellant mix, under pressure, with the medicine being expelled (by a valve) in a metered volume from the volatile mixture as the propellant evaporates

	DPIs
	Compacted powder of a medicine is broken with the force of inhalation in the process called de-agglomeration into fine particles that are inhaled

	Vaporisers
	Formulations like oil, wax or plant material are heated without combustion. Active agents are released into a vapour that is inhaled by patient.


[bookmark: _Hlk140565001]DPIs – dry powder inhalers; MDIs- metered-dose inhalers; SVNs – small volume nebulisers
*MDIs are also referred as pMDIs (“pressurised metered-dose inhalers”)

