Table 1 Local tramadol administration within orofacial tissues – ways of application and possible clinical use in dentistry
	Way of administration
	Tramadol formula used
	Place of administration
	Clinical situation in dentistry

	Topical
	5% solution administered as gargle, on
swabs soaked with solution, and 
gelatine resorbable sponges (intrasocket)
	Oral mucosa, postextractional sockets
	· early management and prevention of postprocedural pain in oral surgery, after exodontia,
· symptomatic management of oral mucositis and other painful conditions (further research needed)


	Intraarticular injection
	50 mg from 5% solution diluted with 5% Ringer's lactate 
	Temporomandibular joint (TMJ) – administered after arthrocentesis
	· temporomandibular osteoarthritis

	Submucosal injection
	5% solution, 5% solution with epinephrine 1:80,000
	Close proximity to surgical intervention (performed or planned),
near sensory nerve trunk or nerve endings
	· postprocedural pain management in oral surgery,
· preemptive analgesia,
· improvement of efficacy of IANB in symptomatic patients
· infiltrative and block local anaesthesia (plain, with epinephrine or as adjunct to local anaesthetic solution)


IANB – inferior alveolar nerve block
